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SUNG EUCHARIST 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SUNDAY 22 N D  DECEMBER 2024  

11.15 A M  



 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 
We have been worshipping the God of Jesus Christ in this cathedral 
church for over 900 years. We are delighted that you are joining our 
community in worship today. If you would like to learn more about 
our life here or would like to become more closely associated with this 
community, we encourage you to join us for coffee after this service 
and make yourself known to a member of the clergy. 
 

This booklet contains all you will need to follow the service. Please ask 
a Steward if you would like a large-print copy. 
 

The celebrant at this service is The Dean, The Very Reverend Dr 
Edward Dowler, and the sung Mass Setting is the Communion Service in 
F by Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995). 
 

This service will be live-streamed and broadcast online via the 
Cathedral’s website, YouTube channel and Facebook pages. Typically, 
services are made available for up to 48 hours, however this period 
may be longer for special recordings. For further information, please 
contact: info@chichestercathedral.org.uk 
 

Photography, filming and audio recordings are not permitted during 
this service. Please ensure that mobile telephones are switched off or 
silenced. 
 
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To 
use this, please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’.  

  



 
 
 

 
 
 
Parents and caregivers are reminded that children remain in their care 
throughout this service and must not be left unattended or to wander 
around the Cathedral by themselves. 
 
Toilets and baby-changing facilities can be accessed from the North 
Transept of the Cathedral. Children using these facilities must be 
accompanied by a parent or caregiver. 
 
A cash collection will be taken during the hymn which follows The 
Peace. If you are a UK taxpayer, it would help enormously if you 
would place your donation in a Gift Aid envelope (available from the 
Stewards) before putting it in the collection, which will enable us to 
reclaim an additional 25% of your donation from HMRC.  
 
To make a cashless donation, you can: 
- scan this QR code 
- visit chichestercathedral.org.uk/donate 
- tap your card against the card reader brought 

round by the Stewards to make a fixed £10  
donation* 

- donate other amounts by card at one of the  
donation points located at the exit* 

 

* Please note that Gift Aid cannot be applied to contactless card payments. 

 
In the event of an emergency please follow the direction of the Vergers 
and Stewards. 
 
www.chichestercathedral.org.uk 
 



 
 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
From 11.10am, please maintain a prayerful silence in preparation for the service. 
 
 
TH E GATHERI NG  
 
 
PROCESS IONAL HYM N 
 
Please stand as the procession enters.  
 

 
 
God is working his purpose out 

as year succeeds to year, 
God is working his purpose out 

and the time is drawing near; 
nearer and nearer draws the time,  

the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 

as the waters cover the sea. 
 



 
 
 

From utmost east to utmost west 
where’er man’s foot hath trod, 

by the mouth of many messengers  
goes forth the voice of God, 

‘Give ear to me, ye continents, 
ye isles, give ear to me, 

that the earth may be filled with the glory of God  
as the waters cover the sea.’ 

 
What can we do to work God’s work, 

to prosper and increase 
the brotherhood of all mankind, 

the reign of the Prince of Peace? 
What can we do to hasten the time,  

the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God  

as the waters cover the sea? 
 
All we can do is nothing worth  

unless God blesses the deed; 
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide  

till God gives life to the seed; 
yet nearer and nearer draws the time,  

the time that shall surely be, 
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God  

as the waters cover the sea. 
  

NEH 495 
A. C. Ainger (1841-1919) 

Benson 
Millicent Kingham (1866-1894) 

in Church Hymns (1903) 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

THE GRE E TING  
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you  
All and also with you. 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER OF  PRE PARATION  

 

All Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  



 
 
 

PRAYERS  OF  PE NITE NCE  
 

Dcn When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 

All Most merciful God,  
 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 

 
 

The choir sings 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  



 
 
 

The president pronounces the Absolution: 
 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 
 
 
THE COLLE CT  

 
Let us pray. 

 
God our redeemer, 
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of your Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 
so we may be ready to greet him 
when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

 
Please sit. 
 
  



 
 
 

TH E L I TU RGY OF  TH E WO RD  
 
 
THE F IRS T RE ADING  

 
The Lord says to his people: But you, O Bethlehem of 
Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin 
is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them 
up until the time when she who is in labour has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall 
live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. Micah 5: 2-5a 
 
 

 
  



 
 
 

Please stand. 
 
HYM N 
 

 
 
For Mary, Mother of our Lord, 

God’s holy name be praised, 
who first the Son of God adored, 

as on her child she gazed. 
 
The angel Gabriel brought the word 

she should Christ’s mother be; 
Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord, 

made answer willingly. 
 
The heavenly call she thus obeyed, 

and so God’s will was done; 
the second Eve love’s answer made 

which our redemption won. 
 
She gave her body for God’s shrine, 

her heart to piercing pain; 
she knew the cost of love divine, 

when Jesus Christ was slain. 
 

  



 
 
 

Dear Mary, from your lowliness 
and home in Galilee, 

there comes a joy and holiness 
to every family. 

 
Hail, Mary, you are full of grace, 

above all women blest; 
blest in your Son, whom your embrace 

in birth and death confessed. 
 

NEH 161 
J. R. Peacey (1896-1971) 

St Botolph 
Gordon Slater (1896-1979) 

 
 
 
THE GOSPEL  RE ADING  

 
Please remain standing. The choir leads the Gospel Acclamation: 
 

 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
  



 
 
 

When the Gospel is announced, the reader says 
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For 
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’  
 
And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the 
lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will 
call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for 
me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his 
arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and 
lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, 
and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made 
to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. Luke 1: 39-55 



 
 
 

Please remain standing until the Sermon has been introduced. 
 
SE RM ON 

 
The Reverend Canon Dr Jack Dunn 
Chancellor 
 
 
 

THE NICE NE CREE D  
 

Please stand. 
 

All We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is,  
seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
 



 
 
 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS  OF  INTERCESS ION  
 

Please sit or stand. These responses are used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy  or Lord, hear us. 
All hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
And at the end: 

 

Merciful Father, 
All accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 



 
 
 

TH E L I TU RGY OF  TH E E UCH ARIS T  
 
 
THE PE ACE  

 
Please stand. 

 
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 
 

Dcn Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 
When exchanging the Peace, please be mindful and respectful of others’ personal 
boundaries. 
  



 
 
 

THE OFFE RTORY HYMN  
 

As we sing, the bread and wine are brought to the altar, and a collection is taken. 
 

To make a cashless donation, you can: 
- scan this QR code 
- visit chichestercathedral.org.uk/donate 
- tap your card against the card reader brought round  

by the Stewards to make a fixed £10 donation* 
- donate other amounts by card at one of the  

donation points located at the exit* 
 

* Please note that Gift Aid cannot be applied to contactless card payments. 
 

 
 

Wake, O wake! with tidings thrilling 
the watchmen all the air are filling, 

arise, Jerusalem, arise! 
Midnight strikes! no more delaying, 
‘The hour has come!’ we hear them saying. 

Where are ye all, ye virgins wise? 
The Bridegroom comes in sight, 
raise high your torches bright! 

Alleluia! 
The wedding song swells loud and strong: 
go forth and join the festal throng. 



 
 
 

Sion hears the watchmen shouting, 
her heart leaps up with joy undoubting, 

she stands and waits with eager eyes; 
see her Friend from heaven descending, 
adorned with truth and grace unending! 

Her light burns clear, her star doth rise. 
Now come, thou precious Crown, 
Lord Jesu, God’s own Son! 

Hosanna! 
Let us prepare to follow there, 
where in thy supper we may share. 

 
Every soul in thee rejoices; 
from earth and from angelic voices 

be glory given to thee alone! 
Now the gates of pearl receive us, 
thy presence never more shall leave us, 

we stand with Angels round thy throne. 
Earth cannot give below 
the bliss thou dost bestow. 

Alleluia! 
Grant us to raise, to length of days, 
the triumph-chorus of thy praise. 
 

NEH 16 
Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608) 
tr. F. C. Burkitt (1864-1935) 

Wachet auf 
Melody by Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608) 

Harmony by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 

THE EUCHARIS TIC PRAYER  
 

 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
He is the one foretold by all the prophets, 
whom the Virgin Mother bore with love beyond all telling. 
John the Baptist was his herald 
and made him known when at last he came. 
In his love Christ fills us with joy 
as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 
so that when he comes again he may find us watching in prayer, 
our hearts filled with wonder and praise. 
And so, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your glory, 
and join in their unending hymn of praise: 
 

 
  



 
 
 

The choir sings 
 

S ANCTUS AND BE NE DICTUS  
 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer continues: 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 



 
 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

Dcn Christ is the bread of life: 
All When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 

 

 
All 

 



 
 
 

Please remain standing. 
 
THE LORD’S  PRAYER  

 
All Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

B RE AKING OF  THE B RE AD  
 

The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 

GIVING OF COM MUNION  
 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 
 
The president and people receive communion. Please sit until directed by the 
Stewards. 

 

Members of all Christian churches are welcome to receive communion if they 
wish. Please indicate if you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer. If you would 
prefer to receive a blessing, please come to the communion station and bow your 
head.  

 

After you have received communion, please try to maintain a prayerful silence. 
 
 
During communion, the choir sings 
 
AGNUS DEI

 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 
 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  

grant us thy peace. 
  



 
 
 

THE M OTE T 
 

Ave verum corpus,  
natum ex Maria Virgine, 

vere passum, immolatum  
in cruce pro homine: 
Hail, true Body, born of Mary,  

spotless Virgin’s virgin birth; 
thou who truly hangedst weary  

on the cross for sons of earth; 
 
Cujus latus perforatum  

vero fluxit sanguine, 
esto nobis praegustatum  

mortis in examine. 
Thou whose sacred side was riven,  

whence the water flowed and blood, 
O may’st thou, dear Lord, be given  

at death’s hour to be my food. 
 
O clemens, O pie,  

O dulcis Jesu Fili Mariae. 
O merciful, O holy one,  

O sweet Jesu, Son of Mary. 
 

14th-century words Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

 
  



 
 
 
 

PRAYER AF TE R COMM UNION  
 

Let us pray.
 

Please stand. 
 

Heavenly Father, 
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: 
fill us your servants with your grace, 
that in all things we may embrace your holy will 
and with her rejoice in your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
Please sit. 
 
NOTICES  
  



 
 
 
 

TH E S ENDI NG OU T  
 
 
Please stand. 
 
HYM N 
 

 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord:  
unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 

tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name: 

make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 

his holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might: 

powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 

  



 
 
 
 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word: 
firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children’s children and for evermore. 

 
NEH 186 
Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) 
based on Luke 1: 46-55 

Woodlands 
Walter Greatorex (1877-1949) 

 
 
 
THE BLE SS ING AND DISM ISS AL  

 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 
 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 

Dcn Go in the peace of Christ. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please remain standing as the procession departs, and then sit for a period of 
quiet contemplation as the organ voluntary is played. 
 
All are invited to join us for coffee in the South Transept after this service, where 
there will be the opportunity to meet our clergy and other members of our 
community. 
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