
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
 

ATTENDED BY PARTICIPANTS IN THE  
‘GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS’  

CHURCH GROWTH COURSE 

SUNDAY 17 T H  NOVEMBER 2024 
SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT  

3.00 P M  



 
 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 
This booklet contains all you will need to follow the service. Please ask 
a Steward if you would like a large-print copy. 
 
This service will be live-streamed and broadcast online via the 
Cathedral’s website, YouTube channel and Facebook pages. Typically, 
services are made available for up to 48 hours, however this period 
may be longer for special recordings. For further information, please 
contact: info@chichestercathedral.org.uk 
 
Photography, filming and audio recordings are not permitted during 
this service. Please ensure that mobile telephones are switched off or 
silenced. 
 
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To 
use this, please switch your hearing aid to ‘T’.  
 
Parents and caregivers are reminded that children remain in their care 
throughout this service and must not be left unattended or to wander 
around the Cathedral by themselves. 
 
Toilets and baby-changing facilities can be accessed from the North 
Transept of the Cathedral. Children using these facilities must be 
accompanied by a parent or caregiver. 
 
In the event of an emergency please follow the direction of the Vergers 
and Stewards. 
 
www.chichestercathedral.org.uk 

  



 
 
 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
Please stand as the procession enters. 
 
HYM N 

 

 
 
Christ is made the sure foundation, 

and the precious corner-stone, 
who, the two walls underlying, 

bound in each, binds both in one, 
holy Sion’s help for ever, 

and her confidence alone. 
 
All that dedicated city, 

dearly loved by God on high, 
in exultant jubilation 

pours perpetual melody, 
God the One, in Threefold glory, 

singing everlastingly. 
 

  



 
 
 
 

To this temple, where we call thee, 
come, O Lord of hosts, today; 

with thy wonted loving-kindness, 
hear thy people as they pray; 

and thy fullest benediction 
shed within its walls for ay. 

 
Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 

gifts of grace by prayer to gain; 
here to have and hold for ever, 

those good things their prayers obtain, 
and hereafter, in thy glory, 

with thy blessèd ones to reign. 
 
Laud and honour to the Father, 

laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, 

ever Three, and ever One, 
consubstantial, co-eternal, 

while unending ages run.  Amen. 
 

NEH 205 
c. 7th-century Latin 
tr. J. M. Neale (1818-1866) 

Westminster Abbey 
Adapted from the Alleluias 

in O God, thou art my God 
Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 

WE LCOME  
 

The Dean 
The Very Reverend Dr Edward Dowler 
 
 
 

The cantor and choir sing 
 
THE PRE CES  

 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 
 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 

Richard Shephard (1949-2021) 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 

Please sit. The choir sings 
 

PS ALM 95  
 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord: 

let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving: 
and shew ourselves glad in him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God: 
and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are all the corners of the earth: 
and the strength of the hills is his also. 

The sea is his, and he made it: 
and his hands prepared the dry land. 

O come, let us worship and fall down: 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is the Lord our God: 
and we are the people of his pasture,  
and the sheep of his hand. 

Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts: 
as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation  
in the wilderness; 

When your fathers tempted me: 
proved me, and saw my works. 

  



 
 
 
 

Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said: 
It is a people that do err in their hearts,  
for they have not known my ways; 

Unto whom I sware in my wrath: 
that they should not enter into my rest. 

 
Please stand. 

 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 
 
 
Please sit. 
 
THE OLD TESTAME NT LE SS ON  
 

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he 
who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed 
you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you 
shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I 
am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. I 
give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for 
you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I 
love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange 
for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your 
offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I 
will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, and to the south, ‘Do not 
withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from 
the end of the earth – everyone who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.’ 



 
 
 
 

Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes, who are 
deaf, yet have ears! Let all the nations gather together, and let 
the peoples assemble. Who among them declared this, and 
foretold to us the former things? Let them bring their witnesses 
to justify them, and let them hear and say, ‘It is true.’ You are 
my witnesses, says the Lord, and my servant whom I have 
chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand 
that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be 
any after me. I, I am the Lord, and besides me there is no 
saviour. I declared and saved and proclaimed, when there was 
no strange god among you; and you are my witnesses, says the 
Lord. I am God, and also henceforth I am He; there is no one 
who can deliver from my hand; I work and who can hinder it? 
 
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of 
old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you 
not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert. 
 

Isaiah 43: 1-13, 18-19 

 
 

  



 
 
 
 

Please stand. The choir sings the canticle 
 
M AGNIF ICAT  

 
My soul doth magnify the Lord,  

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth  
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me,  
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him,  
throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm;  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  
as he promised to our forefathers,  
Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 

Luke 1: 46-55 Herbert Murrill (1909-1952) in E 
 

Please sit. 



 
 
 
 

THE NE W TES TAM ENT LESS ON  
 

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we 
do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ And he 
testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, 
‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those who 
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added. They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders 
and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed 
were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in 
the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill 
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved. 

 
Acts 2: 37-47 

  



 
 
 
 

Please stand. The choir sings the canticle 
 
NUNC DIM ITTIS  

 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  

according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation; 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 

 
Luke 2: 29-32 Herbert Murrill (1909-1952) in E 

 
 
 
Remain standing to say together 
 
THE APOS TLES ’  CREE D  

 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth: 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

He descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
The cantor and choir sing 
 
THE RE SPONSE S  

 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
 
Let us pray. 
 

Please sit or kneel. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

  



 
 
 
 

Our Father,  
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
Amen. 
 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
 
O Lord, save The King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 
Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 
but only thou, O God. 
 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

  



 
 
 
 

THE COLLE CTS  
 
O God, who knowest us to be set in the midst  
of so many and great dangers,  
that by reason of the frailty of our nature  
we cannot always stand upright: 
grant to us such strength and protection, 
as may support us in all dangers, 
and carry us through all temptations; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Choir: Amen.  
 
O God, from whom all holy desires, 
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: 
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; 
that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 
and also that, by thee, 
we being defended from the fear of our enemies 
may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  
Choir: Amen. 
 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; 
and by thy great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Choir: Amen. 
 

Richard Shephard (1949-2021) 

 
 
  



 
 
 
 

Please sit. The choir sings 
 
THE ANTHEM  

 
O for a closer walk with God, 

a calm and heavenly frame; 
a light to shine upon the road 

that leads me to the Lamb! 
 
Return, O holy Dove, return, 

sweet messenger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made thee mourn, 

and drove thee from my breast. 
 
So shall my walk be close with God, 

calm and serene my frame; 
so purer light shall mark the road 

that leads me to the Lamb. 
 
William Cowper (1731-1800) Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

 
 
 
HOM ILY  
 

The Lord Bishop of Chichester 
The Right Reverend Dr Martin Warner 

 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 

THE PRAYE RS  
 
Please sit or kneel. The Prayers conclude with the Grace: 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
Please stand. 
 
HYM N 
 

 
 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be: 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand has provided, 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 



 
 
 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love: 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand has provided, 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand has provided, 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 
 

Common Praise 453 
Thomas Chisholm (1866-1960) 

Great is thy faithfulness 
W. M. Runyan (1870-1957) 

 
 
 
THE BLE SS ING  

 
May God give to you and to all those whom you love 
his comfort and his peace, his light and his joy, 
in this world and the next;  
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

CLOS ING M US IC  
 

T O C C A T A  I N  F  B u x W V  1 5 7  Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

 
 
Please remain standing as the procession departs. 
 
All are invited to join us for refreshments after the service, which will be served 
in the South Transept. 
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