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WELCOME TO CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 
FOR OUR CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

 
This booklet contains all you will need to follow the service. The booklet includes suggestions 
about posture, but it is important that individuals feel comfortable. 
 
This booklet is also available in a format with larger print. Please ask the stewards if you 
would like a copy. 
 
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use this, please switch 
your hearing aid to ‘T’. 
 
In the event of an emergency, please follow the direction n of the Vergers and stewards. 
 
The congregation are asked to note that photography, filming and audio recording 
are not permitted during this service. Please ensure that mobile telephones are 
switched off. 

 
GIFT AID – If you are a UK taxpayer, it would help enormously if you would place your 
donation in a Gift Aid envelope (enclosed in this order of service) before putting it in the 
collection, because we can then reclaim an extra 25p for every £1 you give. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Celebrant 
The Right Reverend Dr Martin Warner 

Bishop of Chichester 
 
 

The Gathering 
 

Please stand. 
 

Processional Hymn 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him 
born the King of Angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 
God of God, 
Light of Light, 
lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
very God, 
begotten, not created: 

O come, let us adore him… 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
glory to God 
in the highest: 

O come, let us adore him… 
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Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning, 
Jesu, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing: 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 
18th-century Latin 
tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) 

Adeste Fideles  
18th-century English carol 

arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) 
 

 

The Bishop greets the people: 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Peace be with you 
and also with you. 
 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 
The people are invited to call to mind and confess their sins: 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
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Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

The choir sings 
 

Gloria in excelsis 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te, 
gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam, Domine Deus, 
rex caelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens. 
 

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe, Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, 
Filius Patris, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis; qui tollis 
peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram. Qui sedes ad 
dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. 
 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus, 
Jesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu: in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.   

 
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, goodwill towards men. We 
praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to 
thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
Almighty. 
 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ: O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Ghost, art Most High, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Coronation Mass K317 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 
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The Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, 
you have given us your only-begotten Son 
to take our nature upon him 
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin; 
grant that we, who have been born again 
and made your children by adoption and grace, 
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Please sit. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading 
 

ISAIAH 52: 7-10 
Read by Peter Clementson 

 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger 
who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces 
salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ Listen! Your 
sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain 
sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together 
into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted 
his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his 
holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The choir sings 
 

Psalm 98 
 

O sing unto the Lord a new song: for he hath done marvellous 
things. 

With his own right hand, and with his holy arm: hath he gotten 
himself the victory. 

The Lord declared his salvation: his righteousness hath he openly 
shewed in the sight of the heathen. 

He hath remembered his mercy and truth toward the house of 
Israel: and all the ends of the world have seen the salvation of 
our God. 

Shew yourselves joyful unto the Lord, all ye lands: sing, rejoice, 
and give thanks. 

Praise the Lord upon the harp: sing to the harp with a psalm of 
thanksgiving. 

With trumpets also and shawms: O shew yourselves joyful before 
the Lord the King. 

Let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is: the round world, 
and they that dwell therein. 

Let the floods clap their hands, and let the hills be joyful together 
before the Lord: for he is come to judge the earth. 

With righteousness shall he judge the world: and the people with 
equity. 

 
 

Second Reading 
 

HEBREWS 1: 1-4 
Read by Sophie Rowe 

 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways 
by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a 
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the 
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by 
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his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become 
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please stand. 
 
 

Hymn 
 

In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone: 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to 

reign: 
in the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed 
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him, give my heart. 

 
NEH 28 
Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) 

Cranham 
Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 
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Gospel Reading 
 
When the Gospel is announced, the reader says  
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
JOHN 1: 1-14 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came 
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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All remain standing as the Gospel Procession returns, and then sit after the Sermon 
has been introduced. 
 

Sermon 
 

The Right Reverend Dr Martin Warner 
Bishop of Chichester 

 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

Please stand. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
 
The Bishop introduces 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Led by Alison Green 
 
Please sit or stand. 
 
These responses are used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy  or  Lord, hear us. 
hear our prayer.     Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
And at the end: 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

Please stand. 
 

The Peace 
 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 
 
All remain standing to sing the offertory hymn: 
 

Hymn 
 

During the singing of this hymn, a collection will be taken. 
 

Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
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And through all his wondrous childhood 
he would honour and obey, 
love and watch the lowly maiden, 
in whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
mild, obedient, good as he. 
 
For he is our childhood’s pattern, 
day by day like us he grew, 
he was little, weak, and helpless, 
tears and smiles like us he knew: 
and he feeleth for our sadness, 
and he shareth in our gladness. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love, 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high; 
where like stars his children crowned 
all in white shall wait around. 

 
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) Irby 

Melody by H. J. Gauntlett (1805-1876) 
Harmonised by A. H. Mann (1850-1929) 

Descant: James O’Donnell (b. 1961) 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 
 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 
was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit, 
and lived as one of us. 
In this mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In him we see our God made visible 
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
 
 
 
 

 The     Lord   be      with    you   All    and     al  -  so      with     you. 

 Lift ___ up   your     hearts.  All    We    lift    them   to     the   Lord. 

  Let  us    give   thanks    to     the      Lord      our     God. 

 All    It     is   right     to    give     thanks    and   praise.     
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The choir sings 
 

Sanctus 
 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus 
Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 
pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 
 
Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of hosts, 
heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues: 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 



16 
 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
 

 

All 
 

    A -  men. 

 
Please stand or sit. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Bishop breaks the consecrated bread.  
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
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The Bishop and people receive communion. 
 

Members of all Christian churches are welcome to receive communion if they wish. If 
you would prefer to receive a blessing, please come to the altar rail with everybody else 
and bow your head.  
 
 

During communion, the choir sings 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi: dona nobis pacem. 

 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us 
thy peace. 

 
 

Communion Motet 
 

BENEDICAMUS DOMINO 
 

Procedenti puero 
(Eya, nobis annus est!) 
virginis ex utero. 

Gloria! Laudes! 
Deus homo factus est et immortalis. 

 
Sine viri semine 
(Eya, nobis annus est!) 
natus est de virgine. 

Gloria! Laudes!… 
 

A boy comes forth, 
(Eya, this is our time!) 
from the womb of a virgin. 

Glory! Praise! 
God is made man and immortal. 

 
Without the seed of a man 
(Eya, this is our time!) 
he is born of a virgin. 

Glory! Praise!… 
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Sine viri copia 
(Eya, nobis annus est!) 
natus est ex Maria. 

Gloria! Laudes!… 
 
In hoc festo determino 
(Eya, nobis annus est!) 
benedicamus Domino! 

Gloria! Laudes!… 

Without the means of a man, 
(Eya, this is our time!) 
he is born of Mary. 

Glory! Praise!… 
 
On this appointed feast, 
(Eya, this is our time!) 
let us bless the Lord! 

Glory! Praise!… 
 

Anonymous, traditional Peter Warlock (1894-1930) 
 
 

Hymn during Communion 
 
The following hymn may also be sung: 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
and stay by my bedside till morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 

 
NEH 22 
Anonymous words 

Cradle Song 
Melody by W. J. Kirkpatrick (1838-1921) 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Please stand. 
 

God our Father, 
whose Word has come among us 
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts 
and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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The Sending Out 
 

The Dismissal 
 
The Bishop says 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord 
who has made heaven and earth. 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Christ, who by his incarnation 
gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with peace and goodwill 
and make you partakers of the divine nature; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

The congregation joins the choir in singing the dismissal: 
 

 
Priest 
 
 
All 
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Hymn 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King; 
peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
joyful all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies, 
with th’ angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King. 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
hail th’ incarnate Deity! 
pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King. 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings; 
mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King. 

 
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) Mendelssohn 

from a chorus by Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847) 
Descant: David Willcocks (1919-2015) 
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Music after the Service 
 

Played by Timothy Ravalde, Assistant Organist 
 

FINAL from SYMPHONY NO. 1 
Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 

 
 
 

Please remain in your seat until all the processions 
have moved to the West Door. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We wish you all a joyful and blessed Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Communion (Christmas Day) © 1985 Anglican Church of Canada: The Book of Alternative Services 
Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA 

Some material included in this service is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 and 2006 
Collect (Christmas Day) © The Crown/Cambridge University Press: The Book of Common Prayer (1662) 

CCL Licence No. 296497 


